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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








What does Christ say to us when we feel this way?  What word of exhortation does He give to encourage His disciples who are afraid to approach the Father's throne?  First, He would demand that we "abide in Him and that His word abide in us".  (John 15: 1-8)  Then, our Lord, through His word, would answer our fears, clarify our misunderstandings, reassure our doubts, rebuke our neglects and create a longing for the father with in us.  





Most of all, Jesus invites us to pray and calls us near the Father's throne by telling us we don't have to go alone.  In Him, by Him, and with Him, we can draw near to the throne of grace with confidence. (Heb 4:16)  It should comfort and strengthen us in prayer to know that our Lord "ever lives to make intercession for us.  (Heb 7: 25)  Could Jesus offer a greater incentive to pray than His promise to meet us and help us at the father's throne. 





Go ahead, approach and pray fervently, pouring our your heart to God.  "Seek and ye shall find".  


________________________


(Cont. from page 1)





A joyful attitude; an understanding mind; a surrendered will; and a believing heart. There is much wisdom in these four imperatives. They will help you turn trials into triumphs.





(Excerpts from an article by Ken Weliever Tampa Fla.)





			JP





"Keeping watch and praying that you may not enter into temptation.  The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak" (Matt. 26: 41), is just one of our Lord's exhortations to pray.  To say that Jesus exhorts us to pray is to say He encourages and invites us to pray.  





Do you find anything unusual in the fact that Jesus has to encourage His disciples to pray?  That He has to invite and beseech them to participate in communion with the heavenly Father.  After all, for most of us, it takes very little encouraging to get us to do the things we like.





I love to golf; consequently it takes absolutely no encouraging to get me to go.  Just give me an invitation, a little money and a lot of golf balls and I am golfing within the hour!  There are other things that we love to do which require no encouragement to get us to do them.  This being true, I wonder why Christ has to encourage us to pray.  Why must we be exhorted to participate in something so good and so good for us?  I would like to suggest three reasons why our Lord has to encourage us to pray.  





1.    Our love for God is not yet what it should be.  How often do you neglect to talk to your loved ones?





Or perhaps we think we are strong enough without spending much time in prayer.  When we think this, we are not the first disciples to do so.  On the night of Jesus' betrayal and arrest, He had warned His disciples that they would deny and forsake Him.  The disciples would hear of no such thing and pleaded their allegiance to Christ right down to the very last man. (Matt. 26:31-35)  Yet, when the disciples thought they could not fall, hear Jesus beseech them, "keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation.  The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  (Matt. 26: 41)





We think that we are too busy, too tired, too important, or too strong to pray.  It is then we must heed the exhortation to watch and pray.  





Prayer makes us uncomfortable. 


Why?  Because, when we pray, everything about us is laid bare.  There can be no covering up or putting on of airs, no charades, not when we pray.  Because then, as at no other times, we see our true selves.  We see the good, the bad, and the ugly about ourselves, because we know that God sees them.  He sees our sin, weaknesses, neglect, and hypocrisies.  To say the least, this awareness makes us uncomfortable.  To say the most, it makes us feel that we are contaminating holy ground and that we are certainly unworthy to stand in His presence.


					








Our Lord's exhortation to Pray


By 


Tim Murray








    Has a day passed since you last told your wife or children that you love them?  The truth is, we talk to our loved ones on a regular if not daily basis.  Is the heavenly Father among those loved ones?  Does He top the list?  Sadly for many Christians, time spent praying to the Father is not an activity that we love!  So we need our Lord Jesus to exhort and encourage us to pray!  





Listen to Jesus exhort us to pray in this way.  "Our Father who art in heaven" (Matt. 6: 9).  Or hear Him encourage again, "How much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him." (Matt. 7: 11).  The reality that God is our heavenly Father should stir our emotions and create a desire within us to talk with Him.  So Peter adds, "…casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you."(I Pet. 5: 7) Will we heed the exhortation to pray to our Father who art in heaven? 


2. We sometimes get the idea that we don't need to pray!  Any number of misconceptions could explain how we get this idea.  Perhaps we think that we will not be heard or answered when we pray.  To this Jesus would exhort, "…Until now, you have asked for nothing in My name.  Ask and you will receive that your joy may be made full."  (John 16: 24)








Trials to Triumphs


Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations; knowing that the proving of your faith worketh patience. And let patience have (its) perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing. But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him".    (James 1:2-5)





An interesting fact of our modern economy is that sixteen of the thirty corporations in the Dow Jones industrial average trace their origin to times of recession. Good things can come from troublesome times. This is a Bible principle and the book of James tells us how to do it. If we are to grow, mature and be complete in Christ it is necessary to triumph over trials.





    Count. You must have a joyful attitude. "Outlook determines outcome and attitude determines action," wrote Warren Weirsbe. It is not what happens to you but what happens in you that counts.





    Know. You need an understanding mind. What do Christians know that makes trials easier? We know that faith is always tested, but remember God tests us to bring out the best, the devil tests us to bring out the worse. We know that trials work for the believer not against him (Rom. 8: 28). We know that trials can help us to mature, grow and be more Christ like.





    Let. A surrendered will is necessary. God cannot construct our character without our cooperation. According to (Eph. 2; 8-10) the work of God is three fold. There is a work God does for us, which is salvation, a work He does in us which is sanctification, and a work He does through us which is service.





    Ask. If we are to turn trials into triumphs, we must have a believing heart. James said to ask in faith. We cannot doubt. In James 4: 3 he tells us to ask with the right motive and in 5: 16 we are commanded to ask fervently. All this shows a heart that is trusting in God even when times are tough.


                                                                            Cont. page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


    If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Sis. Marilyn Rich and Bro. Norm and Holly Sis. Chris Veteto 


Bro. Rick Hulsey 


Bro. & Sis. Boyd and Robbye Jones A card or visit would cheer them greatly. Their address is posted in the foyer. 


Sis. Elaine Clem and her family


Bro. Cecil Douthitt Sr.


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their efforts to adopt a baby. 


Sis. Joyce Green who is experiencing back problems


Sis. Carolyn Phillips as she recovers from her fall and surgery


Many of our members are traveling for the holidays, remember them in your prayers.


______________________________


MENS MEETING


Today at 3:30 p.m. 


All of the men of the congregation are


Encouraged to attend_____________________________


The messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 












































____________________________


The messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


Jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Andy Williams


Song Leader---Joe Phillips	


Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Jack Green 	


   Asst. 2-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 3-----Norm Rich


   Asst. 4-----Philip West


   Asst. 5-----Ryan Brown


2nd Prayer----Brad Bowman


Scripture Reading---Zachary Huff


Sermon-------Ross Statham


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Wesley Guyton


Song Leader-------Ken Gay


Scripture Reading---Mike Sonen


2nd Prayer------Troy Halt


Sermon-----Joey Jackson


Lord's Supper----Drew Bowman


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Troy Halt


Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________


Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














